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That'sWhy You Go Away
Yung Tin Yue, Ngan Sze K el
Pentecostal Lam Hon Kwong School

Scene One

(In the dtreet, Chrigtine, Peggy and Mable just finished school.)

(Rubbing her eyes continuoudy, humming a song, with ear-phone on her
head, holding lyrics of song in her hand) ) Peggy, | guess | have read too
much nove lady. Thereé s something wrong with my eyes.

Don' t rub your eyes, Chrigine. Look, your eyes have become rabbit
eyes dready. (Took away the lyrics from Chrigings hand) Oh, Vincent
Hui? Who is he?

Chrigtine doesn't like the pop singers, she only likesthis APA student.
APA?

Academy of Performing Arts. All the songs in this CD were composed
and written by him. He is now writing a muscd on Romeo ad
Juliet......Eh, Mable, Peggy, don’ t you two remember today is a big day.
(Peggy and Mable looking a each other, Peggy suddenly remember
something)

Of course we remember.

Sodidyou ...

Sure. | got the tickets. (taking the tickets out) Now, one each. Thisis for
Mable. Thisisfor you Chridtine.

Wah, it' s the famous tutor David Sz€' s lecture ticket. | read about him in
the magazine. It seems he has very high qudificationand is very popular.

And he looks smart, also.

But most important is, he hastips. It swonderful.
Don' t you remember... It smy hirthday today.
Oh dear. I’ mredly sorry. Don' t be angry with us

Weéll, Chridtine, | wish you * Happy Birthday’ . But we are dill going to the
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lecture. Why don’ t you come with us.
No, I’ Il not.

Then, sorry, we got to go. Happy Birthday anyway. Perhaps we'
celebrate with you tomorrow.

Bye.
(Peggy and Mable left quickly)

(Chrigtine left being annoyed)

Scene Two
(Opening the door with the keys, got in, threw the school bag down.)
It sridiculoud (Sat on the sofaangrily.)

(Singing * Happy Birthday, a birthday cake on Peggy’ s fands, together
with Mother and Mable)

Happy Birthday!

(Thrilled) Why you' redl herel

They came to celebrate your birthday with you. Now make a wish and
blow out the candles.

What wish do you want to make?

It sasecret.

She wants to marry Vincent Hui.

That's not a bad idea, though.

(Chrigtine put her hands together and blow the candles out)
(Everyone claps, light on)

Turn onthelight. | want to have agood look at the cake.
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What happen to you? Thelight ison.

What? My eyes... my eyes...

Scene Three

(Chrigting s eyes were bandaged, Doctor was examining her and Mother
rushed in)

Doctor, what happen to my daughter? Is she dright?

Y ou should have taken her here earlier.

So what' swrong with my daughter?

Thisisarare case. In short, her corneas were serioudy infected.
So, what will happen to her?

In order that the eyebals will not be further infected, we have to remove
the corneaimmediately. | hope we have your consent.

(Agitated) But that means my daughter will be blind without the cornea. It

can' t be. My daughter is so young. She has dready logt her father. If she
turns blind, how can she live on? | won't let her suffer any more. (Start

crying)

But thisisthe only way. Y et when someone donates his corneg, we' Il do
the trangplant for her right away.

How long do we have to wait?

It shard to say. If we re lucky, it won' t betoo long, but. ..
Will she have to wait forever?

| can’ tredly tdl you.

My God. How can this happen! Why ... (Putting herself together) Doctor,
then we have to count on you.

Don' t worry too much. I’ Il get ready for the operation. (Doctor |eft,
Chrigtine woke up)

You' re awake
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Mother, why isit dl dark here. | can’ t see anything. Wheream 17 (Trying
to fed the surrounding with her hands)

Don' t be scared. You' rein hospitd. Mother is with you.

Hospitd. Why am | in hospita? (Touching her eyes) What' s covering my
eyes?

Nothing much. It' s bandage only. The doctor sad it' s not serious. It
won' t be long before we can take off the bandage and you can leave

here.

What.... Not serious, how long do | have to be blind and stuck in a
hospitd.

Mami’ s good girl. It won' t be long. I’ I| stay here to be with you tonight,
OK?

(Without any choice) OK!
Scene Four

(In the hospitd, Chrigine dtting on the bed,, Mother carrying a trave
bag.)

Chrigtine, you look good today.

At lag, | can go home.

Now we can take off the bandage. | really want to look at you.
No... let’ swait for the doctor.

(Doctor got in)

Mrs. Chan, Chrigtine. (Doctor examining Chritine)

Can | go now, Doctor? When can | see again?

To see! (Looking a Mother) Didn’ t you tell her the Stuation?)
(Mother shaking her head.)

What situation? Can | leave today?
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You can leave the hospitd now. But you must remember, teke a lot of
rest, OK?

OK. Doctor, can | take the bandage off now?

Of course. You can take it off now, or I'll tell a nurse to undo it for you.
But remember, you must come back for examination every week. Now, |
have to see other patients, Bye.

(Doctor left, Christine took down the bandage)

(Nervous) Why... why can’ t | see anything?

Chrigtine good girl. Listen to me. The doctor said your corness have

been infected. It will take a while for them to be hedled. Be patient. You
will soon see again.

What... What infection? Why did | get this? | have waited for a whole
week. Now you ask me to wait again... What if | can’ t wait? (Chrisine
shaking her mother) Say something. Y ou say something.

No. Don'’ t do that. (not knowing what to do)

No. Mother. | don’ t want to be blind. I’ I seethe doctor. I’ Il find her!

(Chrigtine wanting to leave the room, sumbled, Mother moved forward
to pick her up)

Don' t belikethis...
No. Mother. | don’ t want to be blind.

(Mother and Christine embracing each other and cried)

Scene Five

(Chrigtine and Mother waiting at the bus-stop for the Rehab bus. Mobile
phone rings)

Helo. Yes, it' s Caral spegking.... No. I’ ve told him many times. That he
should see a sample before making any order.... What? Come back to
see.....No....| can’ t go now.....
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Mother:
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Chridine

Vincant;

Chridine

Vincant;

Christine

Vincant;

Mother. Go. I’ Il be dright. | have taken the Rehab bus here for months,

OK. I'll come back right away. (Put the phone down) Chrigting, I' m
redly sorry. The boss wants me back to see the sample. The Rehab bus
will be here any time, try to get on the bus yoursdlf. I’ Il pick you up a the
OK. Bye. (Mather Ieft unwillingly)

(Vincent carrying afew bags, bump into Chrigtine cardlesdy)

Eh!

(Vincent’ sthings and Chriging s gtick on the ground)

(Vincent picked up his things, saw Chridine try to fed the ground,
quickly picked up the stick and gave it to her)

Areyou looking for this?

(Chrigtine took the stick without saying anything)

I’ msorry | bump into you. I’ m redly sorry.

It sdright. I’ m used to thet now.

Where are you going? Can | give you alift.

No, it sdright. I' mwaiting for the Rehab bus to take me to the hospital.
Rehab bus? It’ sjust gone.

Oh dear. | haveto go to St. Joseph Hospital for a check up.

What a co-incident. I’ m going there, too. Let me take you there in ataxi.
OK. Thanks.

(Vincent walked up, seeing Christine walk dow, went back to help her.)

Let me help you.
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Waiter:

Vincent:

Chrigine
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Scene Sx

(In the taxi.)

Wher€ re you going?

. Joseph Hospital please..... I’ m going to the second floor to see the
doctor.... Why isn’ t anybody going with you to the hospitd. How come

your family will let you go on your own?

My mother has some business to attend to. She will come to pick me up
a two.

What about your friends.

Friends? | need to have some. But often | was blind, | didn’ t go to see
them. And they didn’ t cometo me...

Then shdl we be friends? ...Ah, what' s your name...My nameis Vincent,
Vincent Hui.

You are Vincent Hui... Are you sudying in the APA?
Yes..

| like your songs very much...How about your musica, Romeo and
Juliet?

Y ou seem to know me well....I've just started writing.....then shal we be
friend?

Scene Seven

(In arestaurant.)

Sir, are you ready to order?

WEe Il have two cups of coffee, please.

Vincent, it has been hdf year ance we firg met. And thisis the firg time
we have had coffee in arestaurant.

Yeeh, usudly friends meet in a restaurant. But we meet in a restaurant
only after dmost haf year.
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| guess this is life. Unusud things just hgppened on me. Without father,
without school, without friends, without corness.....By the way, is your
“ Jliet ad Romeo’ good?

Yes, it svery good.

Congratulation.

Thank you.

I'm proud of your achievement....I heard that the New York Thegater of
the United State invites you there, isit true?

Y es, the dean of APA informed me ladly..
Terrific! Soon you'll become famousd

| was flattered, but | declined their offer.
Why?

| have more important business to attend to in Hong Kong...and a
person | cannot |eave behind.

What apity..... | mean | can only listen to your musica and not seeit.
With love you fed with your heart, the eyes see only the surface.

Love.

Chrigine, have you ever fdlen in love?

No, well, perhaps, may be..... and you?

(Uneasy) Yes. But we broke up.

Why isthat?

...... Do you know why | often have to go to St. Joseph for examination?
| have asked you many times. But you did not give me aclear answer.

It' s tomach cancer.

What?
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136. Vincent;

Don' t worry. It' s under control. The doctor said I’ m bascdly heded.
When she knew that | had cancer, she left me.

She must have broken your heart.

She did... Don' t worry. I’ m sure there are Hill lovers like Romeo and
Juliet.

Redlly?

Of course! Or life will be unbearable with so many things hgppening to
us.

You' reso tough!

Infact, I’ m more than dright now....for | have found true love.

Vow. How romantic! Whet is she like? |s she beautiful ?

She s rather like an angle, lovey and beautiful.... W, actudly, she s....
Widll..... Now, you are hedled. But | il cannot see. Have | not come to
know you. | will dielike Juliet.

Don' t you think like this. There are many people who love you.

...... Does the leading man, Romeo, look smart.

Not too bad. Will do for aleading person.....Ah, I've composed a sond
for you

Redly? Let me hear it.
(Vincent let the pianist to play.)

It's wonderful.... Vincent, why are you so good to me....I'm blind....I'm
So scared...

Beethoven once said: if you add reasonsto love, you degrade it.
| wish | could see your face.

This ring has brought me good luck, but | want you to have it. | have a
hunch that you'll see soon.
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(Vincent smiled, putting Christing's hands on his face)

Scene Eight

(In apark, Chrigtine waiting on a bench impatiently, Vincent arrived)
Sorry, I' mlate for an hour.

Good that you know you have been late for an hour.

Don' t be mad...

Don' t you know I’ m very unhappy today. Yesterday the doctor told me
that he found some dead cdls in my eyes. If | dill can' t find a donor, |
would be blind forever.

Isit S0 serious?

Do you know how | wish to see again this birthday, to see mother, to see
the world, and of course, to see you.

Of course | know. | promise you, you'll see me this coming birthday....
Why!

| want to put dl my atention to my last few songs.

Your last few songs?

... mean the last few songs in the series. The New York Theater will
bring out the CD.... But | have to leave you for awhile.

Why~.....How can you leave me done now?....Do you go to the United
State?....I know you will accept the New Y ork Theeter's offer. How long
will you be there?

Won' betoo long. Youll here me, on your birthday.

Congratulaion! | shdl give you something to see you off.

It's not anecessary.

| shdl let you have thisring. And | hope your good luck will follow you
there.
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153. *Vincent:

154. *Chrigine

155. Chridine:

156. *Doctor:

157. Chridine

158. Mother:

159. Doctor:

160. Chridine

161. Chridine:

162. Mother:

163. Doctor:

164. Chridine

Dont......I have written the lyrics for the song | composed for you last
time.

Why don't you sing it for me?

(Vincent sings the song.)

Scene Nine
(Inthe hospital.)
Doctor, you want me here. Do you have some bad news for me again?

It sgood news thistime. Findly, thereé s a donor who will give his cornea
to you.

Mother, did you hear. | have the corness. | can see again. (Embracing
her mother)

It swonderful.

As soon as the procedure is over, | guess you can have the operation
tomorrow.

It smarvelous. Soon | can see youl.

Scene Ten

(In the room, Chrigtine’ s eyes were bandaged and ditting on the bed with
mother. Doctor got in)

Is it the doctor? Doctor, can you undo the bandage quickly. | can’ t wait
to see the world again.

Be patient, my dear.

(Undoing the bandage) The operation is redly successful. Close your
eyes fird. (Doctor finished undoing the bandage) Now, open your eyes
dowly. How isit? Can you see anything?

Ah, | can see. Doctor, | didn't know you are so pretty. (Looking a
Mother). Mother, you logt alot of weight.
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165. Doctor:

166. Chridine

167. Mother:

168. Chridine

169. Mother:

170. Vincent;

Chrigtine, remember not to get your eyes too tired this week. Your eyes
gtill need time to get used to this. Take lots of rest, OK?

OK, doctor. Thanks alot. Bye. (Doctor |eft)
Chrigtine, do you know whet day it istoday?

Its my birthday. Mother did Vincent cdl? He said | would hear him this
birthday.....but he has probably forgot.

(Saddened) He won' t come. But he' sleft you aletter, and his CD.

(Chrigtine reads the letter, and finds the ring of good luck attached.)
When you' re reading this letter, | hope you' re reading it with your eyes.
Though we have only known each other for a year, we have come to
know each other so well and... And that’ s more than | can hope for. My
only regret is | cannot be with you when you can see the world, and |
cannot share your joy. But I’ m glad that my leaving the world can make
your dream come true.

| have not told you about my illness. Remember that day | was late for an
hour in the park? In fact, that day the doctor told me | do not have much
time left. And that day, | decided to give you my cornea. we dl died. Yet
some of us are lucky enough to have our love live on. Chriding, it' s a
great comfort to me that my love will live onin you. my one and only true
love

End of Play



